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Lev Aronson was a Latvian cellist who managed during the Nazi 

rescued by the Soviets, he was re-imprisoned, miraculously es-

-

He died in 1988 (The Lost Cellos of Lev Aronson, a book about 

Southern Methodist University in Dallas, set to launch on June 

Kol Nidrei & Beyond: Lev's Story is an evocative, living memorial to a great 
cellist told through wordless songs: original music by Max Bruch ( Kol 
Nidrei), Vocalise) and Ernest Bloch (Prayer Jewish Life, No. 
1), Yuriy Leonovich's Fantasie on Themes from Dvorak's 'Rusalka', -
rangements (a Hassidic dance, Ansky's Mipnei ma, Bloch's Abodah and Lavry's 
Kinereth), Sonata “Kol Nidrei” 

which Thornton brings a warm, intense tone, beauti-

The two go on to condense a whole Dvořák opera into 
Rusalka -



play, Dybbuk, 

Prayer, 

Prayer -
merli's Sonata. The New York-based composer notes that he “writes a sophisticated yet 

prayer Kol Nidrei, 

Sonata is not only the central 

-
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