
Preview
A/B Duo to visit Kent State and Oberlin
by Mike Telin

Creating your niche in today’s crowded chamber 
music world is not an easy task. However with 
talent, hard work and a bit of creative ingenuity 

-
ing their place in that world and winning over 
skeptical presenters and audiences.

On Monday, March 10 at Kent State University 
and Thursday, March 13 at the Oberlin Conserva-
tory, the bi-coastal A/B Duo, comprised of per-
cussionist Christopher G. Jones (Rochester, NY) 

present concerts that feature a variety of fun, intense and thought-provoking new works, 
most of which have been written for A/B Duo. The concerts will include Matthew Joseph 
Payne’s Echoloquacious Things 
We Dream About Nocturne 

Moon Rocker 

Things We Dream About  .   

Meerenai Shim told us during a recent 
telephone conversation.

-
bination of the traditional model of string quartets and piano trios vs. the weird ensembles 

that it’s easer to talk about what we do with a new music crowd. But for the more tradi-



On Wednesday, March 12 beginning at 2:00 pm Christopher Jones and Meerenai Shim 
will have an opportunity to work on that elevator speech when they present a workshop 
titled Making Contemporary Music at Kendal at Oberlin. The brainchild of new music 

-
lic an opportunity to learn more about how musicians go about asking composers to write 

-

and discuss how we interpret what composers write. 

One piece they're sure to discuss is Matthew Joseph Payne’s Echloquacious -

is a classically trained composer but he is also a multi-talented instrumentalist who actu-

-

saw his band that included Payne on drums, a singer/guitarist and programmed Game 

sounds simultaneously. You load extra software into the Game Boy and then you program 

-
poser 

-
sionists in Chicago and Chris was on the top of the list. We premiered it, recorded it, and 

Although that elevator pitch may not be totally perfected, Meerenai Shim is very clear 

concerts you will not be bored. The music is stylistically diverse, and all of our pieces are 
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